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CDS Exam Syllabus 2023

The UPSC CDS exam syllabus is divided into three parts: General Knowledge, English, and
Mathematics.

General Knowledge
The General Knowledge syllabus is very wide and covers a variety of topics, including:

Current affairs

Indian history

Indian polity

Geography

General science

Defence-related news and events

English

The English syllabus is divided into three sections: Vocabulary, Reading Passage, and
Grammar.

e Vocabulary: This section tests the candidate's knowledge of English vocabulary, including
synonyms, antonyms, and idioms.

e Reading Comprehension: This section tests the candidate's ability to understand and
interpret written English.

e Grammar: This section tests the candidate's knowledge of basic English grammar rules.

Mathematics
The Mathematics syllabus is divided into two parts: Arithmetic and Algebra.

e Arithmetic: This section covers basic arithmetic topics such as number systems,
fundamental operations, and percentages.

e Algebra: This section covers basic algebra topics such as linear equations, polynomials,
and quadratic equations.

Mathematics is only required for candidates applying for the Indian Military Academy,
Indian Naval Academy, and Air Force Academy. Candidates applying for the Officers'



Training Academy only need to take the English and General Knowledge papers.

Important topics in the CDS syllabus

Here are some of the most important topics in the CDS syllabus:

Current affairs: Candidates should stay up-to-date on current events and happenings in
India and around the world.

Indian history: Candidates should have a good understanding of Indian history, from the
ancient period to the present day.

Indian polity: Candidates should have a good understanding of the Indian Constitution,
government system, and political parties.

Geography: Candidates should have a good understanding of Indian and world
geography.

General science: Candidates should have a good understanding of basic science
concepts in physics, chemistry, and biology.

Defence-related news and events: Candidates should stay up-to-date on defence-related
news and events in India and around the world.

English vocabulary: Candidates should have a good knowledge of English vocabulary,
including synonyms, antonyms, and idioms.

English grammar: Candidates should have a good knowledge of basic English grammar
rules.

Mathematics: Candidates should have a good understanding of basic arithmetic and
algebra concepts.

How to prepare for the CDS exam

The best way to prepare for the CDS exam is to start early and create a study plan.
Candidates should also use a variety of resources, such as textbooks, online courses, and

practice exams.

Here are some tips for preparing for the CDS exam:

Create a study plan: Break down the syllabus into manageable chunks and create a study
plan that works for you. Make sure to schedule time for each subject and stick to your
plan as much as possible.

Use a variety of resources: There are a variety of resources available to help you prepare
for the CDS exam. Use textbooks, online courses, and practice exams to get a good
understanding of the syllabus and the types of questions that will be asked on the exam.
Practice regularly: The best way to prepare for the CDS exam is to practice regularly.
Solve practice questions from previous years' exams and get feedback from experts.

Conclusion

The UPSC CDS exam is a challenging exam, but it is definitely possible to pass it with good
preparation. Candidates should start early and create a study plan. They should also use a
variety of resources and practice regularly.






